ANT 317  Social Issues in Latin America

Spring  2012     Mon. & Wed.  5:00–6:15     LH 130


Dr. Bill Alexander, Assistant Professor

Office hours:  Mon. & Wed. 12:30–1:30, Tues. & Thurs. 11:00–12:00 or by appointment

Office 100 F (inside archaeology lab) Social & Behavioral Sciences Building

962-2227
alexanderw@uncw.edu 

http://people.uncw.edu/alexanderw/

Latin America is rich in culture and history and has long been a place of study for cultural anthropologists. This course will survey key topics and a broad range of critical social issues in contemporary Latin America by exploring the work of cultural anthropologists and other social scientists who have conducted research in the region. In recent decades, societies throughout the region have emerged from authoritarian rule, civil war, and state violence. While Latin America is now largely marked by political stability and peace, new movements organized around social issues seek equity and justice. Course material will include histories and current case studies from throughout South America, Central America, Mexico, and the Caribbean. At times Dr. Alexander will draw upon his previous fieldwork in post-dictatorship Chile during that country’s “transition to democracy” and his current research studying tuberculosis among migrant communities along the US–Mexico border. Themes and contemporary movements to be covered include:  

- race, ethnicity, social class, and identity

- religion & spiritual expressions       

- environmental issues  & environmentalism 
- agrarian livelihoods & rural life
- workers’ rights & labor relations      

- impact of the drug trade

- migration & urbanization



- memory of state violence         
- human rights movements &            

- changing nature of family life
       struggles for justice and democracy           
- grassroots political movements
- native peoples’ rights & autonomy     

 - crime & vigilante violence
- social costs of economic restructuring              
- globalization & culture change
- gender issues & women’s experiences   

- economic development and  

- expression in the arts, media & popular culture                 underdevelopment
Required Texts

Harry Sanabria  

The Anthropology of Latin America and the Caribbean  Boston: Allyn & Bacon (2007)

Richard Stahler-Sholk, Harry E. Vanden, and Glen David Kuecker, eds.     


Latin American Social Movements in the Twenty-first Century: Resistance, Power, and 
Democracy  Lanham, MD:  Rowman & Littlefield (2008)

Katherine Isbester, ed. 


The Paradox of Democracy in Latin America: Ten Country Studies of Division and Resilience


 Toronto: University of Toronto Press (2011)
Grading and Requirements
exam 2/20


25%


memos


15%

take-home essay 4/11

25%


attendance &

exam 5/7


30%


participation
 
 5%
Exams will be taken in class and will consist of a variety of objective questions. The first exam will cover material from 1/16 through 2/15. The final exam will cover material from 2/22 through 4/30. The take-home mid-term essay (8 – 10 pages) will consist of one question selected by you from a choice of several. You will have two weeks to complete it.

What are "memos"? Over the course of the semester, you are required to turn in ten 2 page   communications of your personal reflections on individual chapters from the Latin American Social Movements in the Twenty-first Century book and the Paradox of Democracy book (noted as Stahler-Sholk and Isbester on the class schedule below). You will not be "graded" on these per se, but in order to get credit, these must be turned in on the day that the reading is scheduled. These are not summaries, but are an opportunity for you to bring up points that you found interesting, your personal observations on the subject, related issues that may come to mind, or even your disagreement with the authors' positions. Come prepared to share your thoughts, as I will use these memos to generate class discussion. You will find these memos to be valuable aids in studying for exams and preparing your essay. If you miss a class, you may send that memo as an email attachment to me ahead of time.  There are 21 chapters assigned from these books, so do not put off writing these 10 memos. 
You are required to be an active participant in this course. Attending class and taking part in discussion is expected and is figured into your final grade. Arrive on time and don’t leave early. Use of cell phones is not allowed during class. Turn them off and put them away before you enter. Web surfing, texting, messaging, etc. during class is prohibited. 
It’s very important to complete each meeting’s assigned reading so that we can discuss it during class. Lectures will clarify the texts, but you will have difficulty if you haven’t kept up with the reading. Taking good notes is also necessary as I will often present material not in the books. I encourage you to visit me during office hours whenever you feel the need. If you can’t come during office hours, we can set an appointment. 
Academic dishonesty, cheating, and plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated and will result in a failing grade (or worse…) Please familiarize yourself with the university’s academic honor code:

http://www.uncw.edu/fac_handbook/responsibilities/teaching/honor_code_print.htm

and the University Learning Center’s definition of and tips to avoid plagiarism:

http://www.uncw.edu/stuaff/uls/Writing-plagiarism.htm

Course Schedule

Wed. 1/11
Introduction to the Class

ORIGINS OF OPPRESSION & RESISTANCE 
Mon. 1/16
MLK Day, no class meeting

Wed. 1/18
Sanabria Chapter 4 “Conquest, Colonialism, and Resistance” pp. 76–109
Mon. 1/ 23
Isbester  Chapter 4  Judith Teichman “Mexico: From Perfect Dictatorship to 


Imperfect Democracy” pp. 105–129
AGRARIAN REBELLION, LAND REFORM

Wed. 1/25
Sanabria “Mexico’s Zapatistas” pp. 371–374; Stahler-Sholk  Chapter 7 Richard 


Stahler-Sholk “Resisting Neoliberal Homogenization: The Zapatista Autonomy 


Movement” pp. 113–129 
Mon. 1/30
Isbester  Chapter 10  Lauren Phillips  “Brazil:  Constraints and Innovations” pp. 


251–275; Stahler-Sholk  Chapter 8  Daniela Issa “Praxis of Empowerment: Mística 

and Mobilization in Brazil’s Landless Rural Workers’ Movement” pp. 131–145
RACE, ETHNICITY, IDENTITY

 Wed. 2/1
Sanabria  Chapter 5  “Cultural Politics of Race and Ethnicity” pp. 110–145
Mon. 2/6
Isbester  Chapter 5 Katherine Isbester  “Guatemala: Ethnicity and the Shadow 


State” pp. 131–155; Chapter 11  Roberta Rice  “Bolivia: Ethnicity and 



Power” pp. 277–298

Wed. 2/8
Stahler-Sholk  IV Ethnicity and Race in Social and Political Movements, Chapter 9  

Mariana Mora “Zapatista Anti-Capitalist Politics and the ‘Other Campaign’: Learning 

from the Struggle for Indigenous Rights and Autonomy” pp. 147–164  
Mon. 2/13
Stahler-Sholk  Chapter 10  Marc Becker “Pachakutik and Indigenous Political Party 

Politics in Ecuador” pp. 165–180; Chapter 11 Kwame Dixon  “Transnational Black 

Social Movements in Latin America: Afro-Colombians and the Struggle for Human 

Rights” pp. 181–195. 
Wed. 2/15
Isbester  Chapter 8  Roberta Rice  “Colombia: Violence, Drugs, and Democracy”  pp. 

207–227
Mon. 2/20
EXAM
GENDER, SEXUALITY, FAMILY LIFE

Wed. 2/22
Sanabria  Chapter 6  “Cultural Constructions of Gender and Sexuality” pp. 146–180
Mon. 2/27 
Stahler-Sholk  Chapter 12 Keisha-Khan Y. Perry “Politics is Uma Coisinha de 


Mulher (a Woman’s Thing): Black Women’s Leadership in Neighborhood Movements 

in Brazil” pp. 197–211; V. Gender and Women’s Movements, Chapter 13 Verónica 

Schild “Recasting ‘Popular’ Movements: Gender and Political Learning in 



Neighborhood Organizations in Chile”  pp. 213–232

Wed. 2/29   
Isbester  Chapter 12  Judith Teichman  “Chile: Democracy in a Divided Polity” pp. 

299–324

Mon. 3/5
Stahler-Sholk  Chapter 14 Joanna Swanger “Casa Amiga: Feminist Community-


Building in Ciudad Juárez as an Alternative to the Structural Violence of 



Globalization” pp. 233–247

RELIGION, POPULAR CULTURE

Wed. 3/7
Sanabria  Chapter 11 “Manifestations of Popular Culture” pp. 314–331 (up to 


section “Music and Dance”)
Mon. 3/12 & Wed. 3/15
SPRING BREAK, no class meetings
Mon. 3/19
Sanabria  Chapter 7 “Religion and Everyday Life” pp. 181–213
HEALTH, MEDICINE, POVERTY

Wed. 3/21
Sanabria  Chapter 8 “Striving for Health and Coping with Illness” pp. 214–232

Mon. 3/26
Sanabria  Chapter 8  contin. pp. 232–249


HUMAN RIGHTS, SOCIAL JUSTICE, SOCIAL MEMORY

Wed. 3/28
Sanabria  Chapter 12 “Violence, Memory, and Striving for a Just World” pp.351–371


take-home mid-term essay instructions handed out in class

Mon. 4/2
Isbester  Chapter 13  Viviana Patroni  “Argentina: Clientelism, Corporatism, and 


Democracy” pp. 325–349

Wed. 4/4 
 Sanabria  Chapter 12 contin. pp. 374–385   
Mon. 4/9
Stahler-Sholk  Chapter 15 Roberta Villalón “Neoliberalism, Corruption, and Legacies 

of Contention: Argentina’s Social Movements, 1993—2006” pp. 253–269
Wed. 4/11 
**take-home mid-term essay due in class**

GLOBALIZATION, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRANSNATIONAL CULTURE

Mon. 4/16
Sanabria  Chapter 10 “Perspectives on Globalization” pp. 281–313

Wed. 4/18 
Stahler-Sholk  Chapter 6 Glen David Kuecker “Fighting for the Forests Revisited: 


Grassroots Resistance to Mining in Northern Ecuador” pp. 97–112
Mon. 4/23
Stahler-Sholk  Part VII. Transnational Dimensions of Social Movements, Chapter 17 

Alicia S. Swords “Neo-Zapatista Network Politics: Transforming Democracy and 


Development”  Chapter 18  Maria Elena Martina-Torres and Peter M. Rosset “La Vía 

Campesina: Transnationalizing Peasant Struggle and Hope” pp. 287–322 
Wed. 4/25
Isbester  Katherine Isbester  Chapter 6 “Nicaragua: Revolution and Betrayal” and 

Chapter 7 “Costa Rica: An Ethos and a Strong State” pp. 157–205
Mon. 4/30
Stahler-Sholk Chapter 19  Rose J. Spalding  “Neoliberal Regionalism and Resistance 

in Mesoamerica: Foro Mesoamericano Opposition to Plan Puebla-Panamá” pp. 307–

336

FINAL EXAM  Mon. May 7 at 3:00 

